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:hools to meet the physical, mental, and spiritual needs of
oung people. The Young Men's Christian Association, for
sample, dates from as early as 1844. It started with twelve
lembers and was founded to promote "the spiritual welfare
f young men engaged in the drapery and other trades by
be  introduction  of religious   services   among  them/'
)uring the last 100 years the Y.M.C.A. has expanded
normously both in its numbers and in the range of
ts   activities.   The   Y.W.C.A.   dates  from   1853.   The
National Associations of Boys' Clubs and of Girls* Clubs
ilso have a large membership and many affiliated clubs,
vhich provide social and intellectual opportunities, par-
icularly for young workers. The pioneer of 'uniformed'
organisations is the Boys' Brigade, founded in 1883. It has
i semi-military organisation and is definitely religious in
:haracter. The Boy Scouts, which owe their origin in 1908
:o the genius of Lord Baden-Powell, have since become a
world-wide movement and have been followed by the Girl
Guides, who came into existence in 1910. All these agencies
have not only had a great social significance, but they have
also helped to widen popular ideas as to what education
really means, and they have thus reacted beneficially on the
curriculum and organisation of schools. In estimating the
development of cyouth service* in recent years it is im-
portant, therefore, not to overlook the contribution which,
during so long a period, has been made by these, and many
other, voluntary bodies.

So far as the State was concerned, its interest is of much
more recent growth and at first was directed mainly to-
wards the physical welfare of young people. This may not
have been altogether unconnected with military considera-
tions and with the deterioration of political conditions on
the Continent of Europe* In 193 5 the silver jubilee of King
George V was commemorated by the establishment of the